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Reviews 


Climatic Atlas of the United States. By 
Stephen Sargent Visher. Cambridge, 
Harvard University Press, [cl1954]. 


xii, 403p. maps. diagrs. 29.4cm. Hol- 
liston Aldine vellum finish $9. 


This new work is a collection of maps 
depicting on a national scale the di- 
verse climates of the United States from 
information contained in the records of 
the Weather Bureau. In the Foreword, 
Charles F. Brooks of the Blue Hill 
Meteorological Observatory at Harvard 
University states, “It is the first attempt 
since The Climates of the United States 
by Robert DeCourcy Ward (1925) to 
assemble under one cover the (now 
many more) available maps on the cli- 
mates of this country.” The author’s 
purpose has been to make more readily 
available some of the facts buried in 
the Weather Bureau’s records. 

The Atlas is intended not only for 
specialists in climatology but also for 
the many amateurs interested in studies 
of climate and those who need an ade- 
quate knowledge of climate in order to 
use the soil and other resources effi- 
ciently. 


Stephen S. Visher, who has assembled 
this unusually large collection of maps, 
is Professor of Geography at Indiana 
University and the author of Climatic 
Laws, Climate of Kentucky, and Cli- 
mate of Indiana (the most comprehen- 
sive of the state climatologies) as well 
as numerous articles in scientific jour- 
nals. 

In all, 1000 black-and-white maps 
arranged three to a page and 31 dia- 
grams (mainly in the form of graphs) 
covering nearly every aspect of climate 
constitute the body of the book. These 
are presented in 34 chapters divided 
into seven main parts: Temperature 
(Maps 2-371); Winds, Atmospheric 
Pressure, Storms (Maps 372-430); Sun- 
shine (Maps 431-453); Atmospheric 
Humidity and Evaporation (Maps 454- 
491); Precipitation (Maps 492-908); 
Some Consequences of Climate and 
Weather (Maps 909-955); Climatic Re- 
gions and Changes (Maps 956-1031). 

In the first five parts covering the 
major weather elements there are the 
usual basic maps. Among these are 
maps showing annual and monthly 
mean temperatures, average annual 
maximum and minimum temperatures, 
normal precipitation by month and 
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year, average relative humidity, frost 
frequency and penetration, hours of 
sunshine daily in various seasons, and 
tornado frequency. 

In addition, there is an unusually 
large number of maps, some of a rather 
specialized type, which do not ordinar- 
ily appear in books on climate. To select 
only a few, there are various series of 
maps showing temperature and precipi- 
tation by weeks and alternate weeks, 
as well as variabilities and expectancies 
(especially frequencies of extremes). 
Also less familiar are those showing 
evaporation-precipitation ratios and 
normiil daily total solar radiation. The 
detailed and comprehensive coverage is 
indicated by the fact that there are 425 
maps and graphs on various aspects of 
precipitation. 

The scope of this work is particularly 
well shown in the last two sections of 
the atlas. Part 6, “Some Consequences 
of Climate and Weather,” contains 
chapters showing the relation of cli- 
mate to crop production, human health 
and energy, soil erosion, distribution 
of lakes and streams, and soil moisture. 
Part 7, “Climatic Regions and Changes,” 
includes 48 maps of climatic zones 
based on a great variety of criteria, and 
graphs illustrating weather trends over 
periods as long as 100 years. There are 
other works which are more detailed in 
certain aspects but none is so compre- 
hensive on all phases of climate. 

Reliance on records accumulated over 
a long period of time is characteristic 
of the book and insures adequate data. 
Particularly noteworthy are the numer- 
ous precipitation maps drawn from 
state records over a 50-year period and 


the series of frost maps based on the 
years 1899 to 1938. 

With few exceptions the maps are 
uniform: black-and-white outlines of 
the United States, 434 inches by 2% 
inches, lacking place names but having 
state boundaries lightly inscribed to 
aid the localizing of climatic data. Cli- 
matic data are indicated in the main 
by clearly drawn lines of equal temp- 
erature, rainfall, and atmospheric pres- 
sure in conjunction with varying de- 
grees of shading. 

Explanatory matter consists almost 
entirely of an introductory chapter call- 
ing attention to some of the reasonable 
deductions obtainable from a study of 
the maps. For the most part, the maps, 
which are precisely labelled, speak for 
themselves. There are a number of 
maps, however, which presuppose con- 
siderable technical knowledge, and here 
interpretative material would be use- 
ful to the average person. Similarly a 
glossary defining difficult climatological 
terms would be helpful. A more com- 
prehensive index would also enhance 
the reference value, especially since 
there is no separate listing of the indi- 
vidual maps. The present three-page 
index brings out little more than the 
major classifications of maps. 

Some 600 of the maps are modifica- 
tions of “almost all the latest maps of 
the climate of the United States that 
are based on adequate data.” Many 
have been selected from such standard 
works as the Atlas of American Agri- 
culture (1936) and Climate and Man, 
Yearbook of Agriculture (1941). Others 
are from authoritative journals or sev- 
eral specially prepared series published 
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by the United States Weather Bureau 
in 1944. 

The method of modification has been 
mainly that of eliminating those lines 
of equal temperature and rainfall which 
indicate only minute weather changes 
or refer to isolated or very small areas 
of the country. The result is a map suf- 
ficiently generalized to be read at a 
glance and yet accurate and inclusive 
enough to serve most needs. For any- 
one desiring more details, the title 
source of the original map is listed in 
every case in the section at the back, 
“Sources of the Maps.” The paging of 
the source is not given, however; this 
omission may make some originals hard 
te locate. 

In addition to the adaptations, there 
are over 400 original maps on many 
phases of the weather prepared by the 
author himself from the latest records 
at the various Weather Bureau sta- 
tions throughout the country. These are 
also sufficiently generalized to be read 
easily. 

There is little overcrowding in spite 
of the relatively small size of the maps. 
Only seven of the 1000 maps seem dif- 
ficult to read. 

The general format of the volume is 
superior. The offset reproduction is of 
unusual clarity, on good white paper. 
The text section has large, clear type. 
The binding is of attractive dark blue 
vellum finish, well reinforced; inner 
and outer margins are wide. The atlas 
is fairly lightweight and opens easily 
but is too tall for ideal desk use. The 
only noted error in physical makeup 
is a transposition of titles for chapters 
27 and 28. 

The Atlas will be most useful to the 
specialists and to those who need weath- 
er information for economic purposes. 

In its map coverage, the Climatic 
Atlas of the United States is the most 


comprehensive work published in the 
field of American climatology. It is, in 
fact, unique as an atlas of climatic 
maps. By reason of its comprehensive- 
ness, excellent format, accuracy, up-to- 
dateness, and general ease of compre- 
hension, the atlas is recommended. 


The Lincoln Library of Essential Infor- 
mation: An up-to-date encyclopedia 
which combines the story and dic- 
tionary type of discussion in a form 
that is especially adapted for quick 
reference, for self-instruction, and for 
general culture ... [21st ed.] Buf- 
falo, N.Y., Frontier Press Co., [c1953]. 
2175p. illus. ports. maps, tables, diagrs. 
charts. 25cm. black grained flexible 
leather lv. $31, 2v. $37; green fabri- 
koid lv. $24, 2v. $29; red DuPont PX 
lv. $22, 2v. $27; to schools and li- 
braries, 5 per cent discount on 2-4 
copies, 10 per cent on more. 


This encyclopedia is in its twenty- 
first revision since its original publica- 
tion in 1924. Reviews of earlier editions 
have appeared in the Subscription 
Books Bulletin in January 1930, July 
1934, October 1937, October 1944 and 
October 1950. 

According to the Preface the encyclo- 
pedia has two aims, one, “to embody in 
a single volume the largest amount of 
helpful information for the average 
reader. .. . The other . . . to select, 
condense, arrange, and verify this ma- 
terial with . . . thoroughness and ac- 
curacy. .. .” 

The work is divided into twelve 
major headings: The English Language, 
Literature, History, Geography and 
Travel, Science, Mathematics, Econom- 
ics and Useful Arts, Government and 
Politics, Fine Arts, Education, Biog- 
raphy, and Miscellany, plus the general 
index. Each of the broad subjects is 
introduced briefly, then subdivided 





A listing in this Bulletin does not constitute a recommendation 





20 Susscriptton Booxs BuLLetTin 





chronologically, geographically, or topi- 
cally, as befits the material. The text, 
concisely stated and compactly ar- 
ranged, is supplemented by subject dic- 
tionaries, such as those on animals, 
musical terms, and world history, scat- 
tered through the sections and covering 
pertinent terms, places and persons. 
Definitions vary in length from two 
lines to more than a column; however, 
10 or 15 lines suffice for most. Within 
the text information is condensed into 
convenient tables whenever feasible. 
The major subject divisions close with 
a series of test questions, including the 
numbers of th: pages containing the 
answers. The brief bibliographies for 
each division have been rearranged and 
revised. They include authors, titles, 
and publishers. The lack of publication 
dates is a definite limitation on the use- 
fulness of the bibliographies. 

Related subjects are treated sepa- 
rately within the broad major areas. 
This arrangement helps to maintain 
reader interest. The reader seeking gen- 
eral information is directed to the gen- 
eral field by thumb notches, and lo- 
cates his material through the subject 
guide at the beginning of each chapter. 
For specific points and supplementary 
data the index must be used. The pub- 
lishers state that the range of facts in 
the book “makes it obviously inadvis- 
able that every individual item should 
be entered in the general index, which 
would thereby become much too un- 
wieldy for convenient and quick refer- 
ence.” Even though the index contains 
“more than 22,000 line entries,” further 
entries and cross references would 
make it more valuable as a ready ref- 
erence tool. For example, neither cor- 
tisone nor ACTH appears in the index 
although both appear in the section on 
antibiotics and miracle drugs which is 
indexed. Again, neither Farouk nor 


Baudouin I is included im the index 
although they appear in the table of 
abdications, and the article on Belgian 
politics respectively. Indo-China and 
Vietnam are unindexed. 

The tables on such subjects as great 
fires, inventions, treaties, and world 
ports are numerous and helpful. Usu- 
ally both source and date of information 
are included. Alphabetical lists of the 
most important tabulations and of the 
subject dictionaries are given before the 
index. Pronunciation of mames and 
terms is generously given in the sub- 
ject dictionaries. 

There are numerous evidences of re- 
vision since the 1947 edition. Geography 
and Travel, Science, Economics and 
Useful Arts, Government and Politics, 
and Biography are areas in which revi- 
sion was particularly noted. The infor- 
mation about the United States includes 
such recent material as 1950 census 
figures, a brief survey of the 1952 elec- 
tion and the work of the Eighty-second 
Congress, the 1953 immigration quota, 
and the 1953 President’s cabinet. India 
is much expanded and the section The 
Korean War added. The Nobel prize 
list includes the 1952 winners. The 
table Floods includes the Netherlands 
disaster in 1953. 

The 312-page biographical diction- 
ary has been revised, additions in A-Am 
including Sir (Leslie) Patrick Aber- 
crombie, Dean Acheson, Martin Agron- 
sky, Winthrop William Aldrich and 
Harold Rupert Alexander. In the same 
section three biographies were dropped. 
Some omissions noted in both the biog- 
raphy section and the index were: René 
Pleven, Joseph McCarthy, Folke Bern- 
adotte, and Billy Graham. Syngman 
Rhee is included in Korean War, but 
not in Biography. Current monarchs 
and presidents are not consistently 
given, although historic tables of rulers 
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for a few of the larger countries are 
provided. 

In comparing the index of the 1953 
edition with that of the 1947 edition, 
it was found that 17 entries were added 
and 10 omitted between A and Ameri- 
can; between P and Pol 15 were added 
and 8 omitted. 

New entries noted in the General 
Miscellany dictionary were: Alcoholics 
Anonymous, antibiotics and the “mira- 
cle drugs,” Geiger counters, guided mis- 
siles, hydrogen bomb, philately, and 
rodeo. 

The book is attractively and durably 
bound for library use. The type is clear, 
with two columns to a page and fre- 
quent bold-faced heads. The paper is 
opaque and of good quality. Both col- 
ored and black and white illustrations 
are clearly reproduced on heavier 
glossy paper. Recent portraits of peo- 
ple in the musical, literary and politi- 
cal fields have been substituted for 
older ones. The colored plates of ani- 
mals, minerals, flowers, etc. are helpful. 
The ten colored maps of the world, the 
continents and the United States add 
materially to the text. 

Because of the nature of the work, 
contributions are unsigned. However, 
in the list of Editors and Contributors, 
not only are the qualifications of the 
individuals given, but so also are the 
sections or articles written or revised 
by each. Edwin Valentine Mitchell is 
listed as editor. 

The book has been well revised and 
brought up to date. Statistics and other 
data, in so far as they were checked, 
were found accurate. 

The book is planned to embrace “the 
essentials of a whole library.” Informa- 
tion is clearly and concisely presented 
in exposition, charts, tables and dia- 
grams. The limitations imposed on the 
index often make it necessary to check 


under several headings before locating 
specific information, making it less sat- 
isfactory for quick reference work. Me- 
dium-sized and large libraries will find 
little in the content of the Lincoln 
Library to augment their reference col- 
lections, but could use it as an auxiliary 
tool. The Lincoln Library of Essential 
Information is recommended for home 
and library use. 


Oxford Economic Atlas of the World. 
Prepared by the Economist Intelli- 
gence Unit and the Cartographic De- 
partment of the Clarendon Press. 
[Oxford], Oxford University Press, 
1954. viii, 113, 2-152p. maps. 39.5cm. 
starch-filled cloth $4.80; to schools 
20 per cent discount on 1-4 copies, 25 
per cent discount on 5 or more copies; 
to libraries $4.05 net. 


This new atlas is, according to the 
publisher, intended to meet the needs 
of “economists, geographers, and other 
students, and of those engaged in trade, 
industry and agriculture, who require 
basic information about world econom- 
ics.” This is the first volume of a con- 
templated series. It will be followed by 
regional atlases which will deal in con- 
siderable detail with specific areas. 

The geographical advisor for the atlas 
is C.F. W. R. Gullick, Lecturer in Eco- 
nomic Geography, Oxford University. 
Acknowledgment is given to several 
professors from colleges and universi- 
ties and to the work of numerous offi- 
cials of embassies, legations, govern- 
ment departments and trade and busi- 
ness associations in countries of the 
world. 

The atlas is in two main parts: the 
commodity maps, and the index con- 
taining tabular information alphabeti- 
cally by countries. In addition there are 
introductory and concluding sections. 

The 14 maps in the introductory sec- 
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tion represent the most important as- 
pects of physical geography which in- 
fluence economic distributions. The 
world maps show soils, rainfall, mean 
monthly temperature and vegetation. 
There are relief maps of the continents. 

Zenithal equidistant projection is 
used for the maps of the continents in 
the introductory section except that 
South America is in transverse merca- 
tor projection. The world maps in this 
section and in the following section on 
commodities are of Oxford projection, 
with few exceptions on the scale 1: 100,- 
000,000 equal area. The value of Oxford 
projection is that it presents the land 
areas as large as possible by cutting 
the large bodies of the Atlantic and 
Pacific Oceans. In every instance scale 
and projection are shown on the map. 

The next section of the atlas is de- 
voted to 58 world commodity maps, pro- 
viding information on 150 commodities. 
These fall into ten divisions: Cereals; 
Fruit and Wine; Beverages, Tobacco, 
Sugar, and Forest Products; Vegetable 
Oils; Livestock and Animal Products; 
Fibres, Rubber and Textiles Manufac- 
tures; Fuel and Power; Iron, Steel and 
Ferro-alloys; Non-ferrous and other 
Minerals; Industrial Products. All com- 
modities of importance are included, 
with a few exceptions; eggs, peas, beans, 
lentils, antimony, and glass, for ex- 
ample, are omitted. Information is given 
for many commodities not included in 
other sources such as the Commodity 
Yearbook. A detailed commodity index 
appears on page v; Appendix I gives 
units of measurement used for each 
commodity. Agricultural statistics are 
based upon the averages for the years 
1948-1950, statistics for mineral and 
industrial maps upon averages for 1949- 
1951. Each map of this section is “based 
on the production statistics of every 
region of every country in the world 


during a number of representative post- 
war years. Thus for the wheat map 
average production figures for the years 
1948-1950 had to be obtained for each 
state of India, . . . each county of the 
U [nited] K [ingdom] .. . &c. These 
figures, which are on many different 
bases, were then converted to the single 
basis of metric tons. The second stage 
was the placing of dots on the map in 
accordance with these statistics. . . .” 

A wealth of information is presented 
on the commodity maps. As many as 
four commodities are represented on 
one map by dots of different colors, 
with block insets printed in correspond- 
ing colors to give statistical and de- 
scriptive information on the production 
and use of the commodities. The min- 
eral and industrial maps distinguish the 
major and minor producing areas by 
means of variations in the size of the 
dots. The agricultural maps use dots of 
only one size. In areas where produc- 
tion does not justify the use of one dot, 
plotted lines enclose a larger area of 
production. Relative importance of 
areas is visible at a glance. Place names 
which appear are centers of produc- 
tion. Political boundaries are indicated 
by faint blue broken lines on the white 
continental land masses with ocean 
areas shown in a soft blue. The careful 
selection of shade of color has resulted 
in colored printing which is excep- 
tionally clear and easy to read. 

A statistical page precedes each of 
the ten sections of the commodity maps. 
These statistical pages provide an in- 
dex to the section, approximately a one- 
page summary of conditions in the in- 
dustry, an historical chart of world pro- 
duction, usually from the mid-nine- 
teenth century to date, and a table of 
average prices, before and after World 
War II. In chart form is shown world 
production and national percentages. 
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In many instances international trade 
and national percentage distribution of 
trade charts are shown also. 

Section 10 of the commodity maps, 
“Industrial Products,” includes infor- 
mation on aircraft, newsprint, textiles, 
cement, locomotives, motor vehicles, 
shipbuilding, synthetic rubber, radio 
receivers, chemicals, boots and shoes, 
etc. 

Following the commodity maps, a 
concluding section, “Population and 
Communications,” includes world maps 
showing minerals and industries, agri- 
culture, population distribution, sur- 
face communications, air communica- 
tions, and international political blocs 
and the major international organiza- 
tions to which the countries of the 
world belong. A one-page explanation 
of world monetary arrangements and 
dollar and sterling areas follows. 

The Index which forms the second 
main part of the book is paged sepa- 
rately. An explanation preceding it 
states, “Countries are listed in roughly 
alphabetical order; where the order has 
been changed for reasons of space, this 
is indicated at the foot of the page.” 
There are ample cross references but 
this “roughly alphabetical order” is not 
always convenient for quick reference 
use. 

The Index includes statistical infor- 
mation for each country: area, land use, 
population, employment, communica- 
tions, currency, 1953 exchange rates, 
production of principal commodities and 
imports and exports. There are cross 
references in these tables to the com- 
modity maps. The statistics are for the 
latest available year, usually 1952, and 
the postwar averages which were re- 
ferred to in the report on the map sec- 
tion. Where recent expansion is of great 
significance there is a note. 

A key map and, immediately below 


it, an index to countries appear as a 
folded frontispiece. This key map shows 
population distribution and the names 
of most countries. The countries not 
named on the key map are listed in the 
index, with latitude and longitude 
given. A double-page map which would 
provide space for the printing of all 
names of countries on the map face 
would be an improvement. 

The information in the atlas has 
proved accurate when checked with 
national yearbooks and recognized au- 
thoritative works. The information is 
current, including very recent and pro- 
posed developments, for example, the 
air route from this continent to Europe 
via the Arctic, and the Kenney dam 
in British Columbia. The statistics are 
from dependable sources. 

The maps, one black and white and 
78 colored, are very easily read. The 
printing, whether in black or color is 
clearly legible even when very. small. 
The symbols and the colors chosen pre- 
sent the information effectively. The 
scale and projection are suitable for 
the type of work. . 

The physical make-up of the atlas is 
good. The perfect binding (glued, not 
sewed) permits the book to lie flat, and 
even the printing down the center fold 
is seen with no difficulty. The vellum 
finish, heavy quality paper upon which 
the maps are reproduced by offset, is 
highly satisfactory. Because of the qual- 
ity of the paper and the glue this vol- 
ume should stand up very well. 

The Atlas contains well drawn easily 
read production and economic maps 
based on reliable current statistical in- 
formation and will provide the busi- 
nessman, student and general reader 
with accurate economic information. 
The Oxford Economic Atlas fulfills the 
requisites. for an excellent reference 
book and is recommended. 
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Pictorial Medical Guide. By Forty Lead- 
ing Specialists. Chicago, Progress Re- 
search Corp., 1954. xxii, 738, 1001- 
1070p. illus. 24.5em. According to the 
publisher, “Most copies of this book 
are sold in combination with maga- 
zine subscriptions; however a de luxe 
leather bound book is also sold 
through some book stores.” The pub- 
lisher failed to supply information re- 
garding the binding sold with maga- 
zines, to quote prices, or to confirm 


the Cumulative Book Indez listing of 


a leather binding at $17.50. 


The Pictorial Medical Guide is not 
mentioned by title in the Preface to 
this work but it is stated that it is “the 
aim of Every Woman’s Standard Medi- 
cal Guide to provide the woman with 
sound and authoritative counsel and 
give her helpful information on the care 
and cultivation of a healthy body and 
the conduct of a happy life.” The verso 
of the title page contains the following 
information: “Pictorial Medical Guide, 
Copyright, 1954, by American Life, Inc. 
Illustrated and Enlarged Edition of Ev- 
ery Woman’s Standard Medical Guide, 
Copyright, 1948, 1949, 1951, 1952, by 
The Greystone Press.” This would indi- 
cate that Every Woman’s Standard 
Medical Guide is the work upon which 
the Pictorial Medical Guide is based 
although no reference is made to the 
former in the publisher’s flyer which 
reads, “Announcing the First and Only 
Complete Pictorial Medical Guide ever 
developed to help the American Woman 
and her Family with Their Physical and 
Emotional Problems.” 

The Pictorial Medical Guide was com- 
pared with the 1949 edition of Every 
Woman’s Standard Medical Guide. The 
binding is the same in design and ma- 
terial. The same contributors are listed 
on the back strips. The imprint of 


Every Woman’s reads “Progress Re- 
search Corporation, . . . also publishers 
of American Life Magazine,” and the 
copyright reads “1948 and 1949 by the 
Greystone Press.” The preface, the list 
of 40 contributors, and the page of 
Notes are the same. Chapters 1 through 
14 and chapters 17 through 40 contain 
the same text and illustrations. New 
chapters are: The Male Climacteric, 
Prevention of Juvenile Delinquency, 
Adding Years to Your Life, and Pro- 
tecting Yourself Against an Atomic 
Bomb. Except for the illustrations in 
the added chapters, the black and white 
drawings are alike and appear on the 
same pages of each book. Four leaves 
of glossy prints that appear in Every 
Woman’s are not included in the Pic- 
torial, but four leaves of atom bomb 
illustrations are added. 

Like its evident predecessor, the Pic- 
torial Medical Guide is definitely slant- 
ed toward women’s use. The scope of 
the book extends beyond disease to 
such wide ranging topics as “How to 
Pick Your Mate,” “Exercises For Health 
and Beauty,” “Regular Health Exami- 
nation and Choice of a Physician” and 
others listed above. Chapter 40 (62 
pages) is a “Practical Encyclopedia of 
Common Illnesses . . . signs, causes, 
care ... with a glossary of medical 
terms.” Common medical terms are 
included with simple definitions in lay 
language. However, many frequently 
used medical terms such as “sulphoni- 
mides,” “rhizome,” and “epinephrine” 
which appear in the text are not in- 
cluded in the glossary or index. Of the 
first four pages of the glossary contain- 
ing 45 terms, only four of these terms 
were not found in a standard desk dic- 
tionary. 

Recent developments in the treat- 
ment or prevention of disease such as 
the use of gamma globulin inoculations 





A listing in this Bulletin does not constitute a recommendation 





Aprit 1955 25 





for infantile paralysis, the use of cor- 
tisone for arthritis, of ACTH for asthma 
and allergies, of amino acids and se- 
lected vitamins for muscular dystrophy, 
the use of fluorine in water, and the 
importance of diet in arteriosclerosis 
are not mentioned. 

The title of the work indicates an 
emphasis upon illustration. An acknowl- 
edgment page gives credit to Look Mag- 
azine for the right to reproduce some 
of its “unusually outstanding photo- 
graphs, illustrations and editorial ma- 
terial.” There are 61 pages of photo- 
graphic reproductions. Some are far 
removed from the subject matter they 
illustrate; e.g., the atom bomb illustra- 
tions are in the chapter “Relief From 
Nervous Tension,” 24 chapters away 
from their text. Many are loosely con- 
nected with the text where they appear; 
others have no connection. A number of 
the reproductions extend information; 
others lack purpose. All are in popular 
vein. There are no index references to 
the photographic reproductions. Many 
of the hundreds of black-and-white 
drawings scattered through the book 
add very little to the text. For example, 
the picture of an electric pad in a bed 
is labelled “Relief For Indigestion”; 
that of an idly gazing little girl is titled 
“Wondering” and has the subtitle “The 
child is naturally curious about sex. 
...” Simple outline diagrams of parts of 
the body are numerous; one is trans- 
posed. There are no color illustrations. 
Features “at no extra cost” are the 
“Family Register” and the “Child’s 
Health Record,” eight lined pages in 
red, white and blue for family records. 
There is no table of illustrations; some 
but not all are listed in the index. Of 
the seven persons whose biographical 
legends accompany black-and-white 
sketches, six are in the index, one is not. 

The index immediately follows the 


close of the text on page 738, but begins 
with page 1001, with the explanation 
“Pages 741 to page 1000 left open for 
future editions.” The index contains 
many subentries and see also references 
under the main entry, some entries 
such as abortion having as many as 63, 
cancer having 249. Only one index ref- 
erence was found for the new chap- 
ters 15a, 16, 41 and 42. The entry aging 
refers to “old age” under which there 
are 23 subentries, none of which refers 
to pages 707-23, the chapter “Adding 
Years To Your Life” which specializes 
in “living a longer life” and “adding 
vitality and happiness to your later 
years.” “Radiation” is the large head- 
ing of a section in chapter 42, yet radia- 
tion in the index merely refers to X-ray 
in another chapter. The heading asthma 
is omitted and the subheads for asth- 
ma fall under the entry assimilation, 
amount of energy needed. Actinotherapy 
is misspelled and Warren T. Vaughan’s 
book Strange Malady is mistakenly list- 
ed as Strange Disease. 

Medical specialists in good standing 
have contributed to this work; a few 
have changed their affiliations since 
their inclusion. Dr. C. Ward Crampton, 
author of chapter 41; Dr. George C. 
Hennegar, author of chapter 15a; and 
Walter M. Germain, author of chapter 
16, are not included in the list of con- 
tributors. No author is given in the text 
or table of contents for chapter 42. 

The paper is medium weight, ivory, 
the type clear with headings in bold- 
face. End papers are bright red with 
medical sketches in black and white. 
Binding is red cloth, gold-stamped, not 
sturdy for the size and intended use of 
the book. 

Because of inadequate and inaccurate 
editing, extraneous illustrations, and 
lack of up-to-date material, Pictorial 
Medical Guide is not recommended. 
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School and Library Atlas of the Worid, 
with Statistical Tables Based on the 
1950 Census of the United States. 
Edited by Fred W. Foster. . . . Con- 
tributors, Alfred W. Booth [et al.]. 
Assisted by the Editorial and Map 
Department, Geographical Publishing 
Company. Chicago, The Geographical 
Publishing Co., [cl1953]. xx, 324p. 
illus. maps. tables. 55.5cm. cloth 
$39.50, with stand $49.50; to schools 
and libraries $29.50, with stand $36.40. 


According to the publisher, this atlas 
“was conceived as a completely new 
publishing work for school, library, 
military, and home use.” The volume 
reviewed is from the second printing of 
the atlas. 

The editorial staff consists of the edi- 
tor, Fred W. Foster, Department of 
Geography, University of Illinois, and 
ten contributors, from eight universi- 
ties in the United States, Hawaii and 
Canada. Their names appear on the 
title page and as by-lines in various 
sections of the text in the latter part of 
the book. Maps were prepared by the 
editorial and production staff of the 
publishing company. 

The Table of Contents lists five main 
sections: World Information Tables; 
United States Information Tables; Map 
Section; Reference Section; Index— 
Cities Outside the Western Hemisphere. 
Following the Table of Contents is an 
alphabetical index which refers to maps 
and text for each major geographical 
unit. 

The World Information Tables (p.vi- 
xii) include: a master gazetteer by 
major political divisions, an alphabeti- 
cal list of world cities of 100,000 or 
more; airline distances; a list by rank 
of cities of more than a million popula- 
tion. Less usual tables are: a useful 
tabulation of the outlying possessions, 


territories and associated states of 
Great Britain, France, Netherlands, 
Portugal, Spain, the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics, and the United 
States; lists of principal mountains, 
rivers, islands, bridges, lakes, oceans 
and seas, and reservoirs, with appropri- 
ate statistics; lists of highest elevations 
and lowest points on all continents; 
members of the United Nations as of 
March 1, 1952. 

The United States Information Tables 
(p.xiii-xx, 1-16) contain figures from 
the 1950 census, including a table of 
the 50 largest cities in 1950, 1940, 1900, 
and 1850, and a table giving the popula- 
tion of states from the earliest census 
to 1950. Geographic information and 
climatic data are given for states and 
for major cities. Lists of principal rivers 
and mountains are followed by a tabu- 
lation of Army posts, camps and sta- 
tions, of Air Force bases, fields and in- 
stallations, and of major Navy facilities, 
and a table of airline distances. Recrea- 
tional areas under the supervision of 
the National Park Service are listed on 
page 12; unfortunately the map of areas 
administered by the Park Service ap- 
pears in the Map Section, andi there are 
no cross references between the two. 

The Map Section (p.17-196) begins 
with the 48 states, in roughly alphabeti- 
cal order, each map accompanied by a 
table of counties and an alphabetical 
index of cities and towns. State maps 
are followed by maps for other parts of 
North and South America (each coun- 
try, except Cuba and Puerto Rico, ac- 
companied by its own index of cities). 
Maps for other countries of the world 
seem to have no logical order: a map 
of the world appears between those for 
the United States and for the Great 
Lakes Region; maps of Africa and Afri- 
can countries are inserted among those 
for China, Japan and Korea. Complet- 
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ing this section are maps of the polar 
region and a few historical and pic- 
torial maps. 

Maps in this atlas are chiefly political. 
Though mountains are indicated on a 
few maps by hachures, there are no 
markings for mountains on maps of 
Montana and Norway, for example. In 
no case is the elevation shown. An un- 
usual item is the “Bird’s-Eye View of 
the Panama Canal,” a panoramic map 
of the Canal area accompanied by a 
chart which shows the height of the 
cut at various points. , 

Coloring of the maps varies: some 
are faint yellow, others pleasing pastels, 
still others harsh and gaudy. Bound- 
aries of political units are not always 
clear. On the map of Argentina, Chile, 
Paraguay and Uruguay it is almost im- 
possible to distinguish national bound- 
aries. A discrepancy regarding the 
Ecuador-Peru boundary (which was 
fixed in 1942) appears on two adjacent 
maps. A yellow monochrome map iden- 
tifies neither the countries nor the old 
disputed area although indistinct bound- 
ary lines mark the latter and a yellow 
line follows approximately the new 
boundary. These lines are difficult to 
see. The second map shows the coun- 
tries in different colors, marks clearly 
the disputed area, and contains no indi- 
cation that the dispute was settled. 
Maps of countries outside the Western 
Hemisphere vary from monochromes 
with ill-defined boundaries to poly- 
chromes showing countries or states in 
various colors. 

Black-and-white maps in the volume 
are worthy of mention. Most of the 
dozen or so included are the usual maps 
indicating population percentages, rain- 
fall, etc., but several are unusual. A 
sketched map of the Tennessee Valley, 
showing locations of dams, is accom- 
panied by a profile of the Tennessee 


River, which shows heights of the river 
at dam sites. 

The Reference Section (p.197-311) is 
one of the finest features of the atlas, 
with information about ‘he various 
states of the United States and about 
all countries of the world. Arrangement 
is by continent, then by country, with 
the article on the Union of Soviet So- 
cialist Republics in a separate section 
between those for Europe and for Asia. 
Descriptions generally follow the same 
outline: “The Land,” including general 
information, climate, vegetation, sur- 
face, soils, and drainage; “People and 
Activities,” which discusses population, 
sources of income, agricultural and ex- 
ploitative activities, industry, commerce, 
and transportation. For the states of the 
United States, lists of universities, col- 
leges and institutes are added. Articles 
in this section, individually signed, have 
been written by the contributors, all 
professors of geography and geology in 
leading universities. 

A one-page description of the atomic 
bomb and a discussion of the solar sys- 
tem complete the Reference Section. 

The final part of the volume, Index— 
Cities Outside the Western Hemisphere 
(p.312-324), is arranged alphabetically. 
Pronunciation and population figures 
are omitted. Indexing is not always ac- 
curate, and serious omissions were 
noted. Of 38 cities in the Eastern Hemi- 
sphere with a population of more than 
1,000,000, six (including Budapest, Ma- 
dras and Seoul) are omitted from the 
Index, Other important cities such as 
Lahore (pop. 849,333) are also omitted. 
Florence and Vienna are listed only 
under their vernacular forms Firenze 
and Wien, but Copenhagen and Elsinore 
appear under both Danish and Angli- 
cized forms. 

The lack of a general index to coun- 
tries and cities of the world is the great- 
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est drawback to reference use of this 
atlas. 

The words “completely new” are ap- 
propriate when applied to most of the 
text and the tables in the present vol- 
ume, but comparison with the Com- 
mercial and Library Atlas of the World, 
1950 edition, by the same publisher, re- 
veals that the majority of the maps are 
from the same plates, though minor 
corrections have been made to bring 
some of them up to date. For example, 
the map of the Union of the Soviet 
Socialist Republics now lists Lithuania 
as Lithuanian SSR and the White Rus- 
sian SSR as Byelorussian SSR. The 
map of India shows Pakistan in color, 
with Kashmir clearly outlined. New 
maps have been added: a full-page map 
of Germany, Poland and Czechoslovak- 
ia replaces two half-page maps; a full- 
page map of Korea divides it distinctly 
at the thirty-eighth parallel; maps of 
the South Pacific Ocean, Arctic region, 
Antarctic region, have been revised. 
The black-and-white maps are all new, 
based on the 1950 census. 

The text in the new volume is much 
more extensive and more useful than 
that in the earlier title, but one essay, 
newly titled “The Solar System,” is 
reprinted from it. Although the text on 
the Antarctic has been completely re- 
written by a different author, the illus- 
tration accompanying it is the same. 

The atlas is ‘bound in brown cloth, 
well reinforced. The paper is of heavy 
calendered stock and the type is clear. 
The collapsible stand which is quoted 
in the higher price is of black wrought 
iron, with slanted top; it is lightweight 
and easy to handle. Since the atlas itself 
is extremely heavy, the stand might be 
convenient for use where the usual 
atlas cases are not available. 

This atlas is unusual in that its maps 
are inferior to its tables and text. Ref- 


erence use is made difficult by the mul- 
tiplicity of indexes, and by errors in and 
omissions from them. The volume is 
expensive. It is heavy to handle. 

Because of the valuable tables and 
text, some large or special libraries may 
wish to purchase the School and Li- 
brary Atlas of the World. In general it 
is not recommended for libraries, since 
other atlases less expensive, more at- 
tractive, and more conveniently ar- 
ranged, are available. 


The Standard International Encyclope- 
dia. William H. Hendelson, Editor-in- 
Chief. New York, Standard Interna- 
tional Library, Inc. [c1954]. 20v. illus. 
ports. diagrs. maps. 23cm. buckram 
$1.69 per volume ($33.80 per set). 


The Standard International Encyclo- 
pedia was first copyrighted in 1953. The 
1954 edition is announced as “complete- 
ly new, and no old type has been incor- 
porated in the text.” This work has not 
been previously reviewed in Subscrip- 
tion Books Bulletin, although a note 
concerning the 1953 edition appeared 
in the October 1953 issue. It indicated 
that the encyclopedia had been widely 
promoted on a “get-acquainted” plan 
at a total cost of $30.40 for the set. The 
note advised, “An examination of vol- 
ume one... discloses that the content, 
photographs, and illustrations of a no- 
ticeable number of articles on the same 
subject are, for all practical purposes, 
identical to those contained in the first 
volume of World Scope Encyclopedia, 
published by the Universal Guild, Inc. 
According to statements in both works, 
both encyclopedias are based on The 
Progressive Reference Library, copy- 
righted in 1939.” Similarities noted in 
the 1952 World Scope and the 1953 
Standard are not as marked in the 1954 
editions of these works, but are still 
apparent. The Standard International 
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Encyclopedia, 1953 edition, exclusive of 
colored frontispieces, the atlas section, 
and a change of title in the Foreword, 
is also published in what appears to be 
a cheaper edition under the title The 
New World Family Encyclopedia (1953, 
89c per volume in food markets). 

The editor, William H. Hendelson, is 
also editor in chief of World Scope En- 
eyclopedia, former advisory editor on 
revisions of Funk and Wagnalls New 
Standard Encyclopedia and former edi- 
tor of Doubleday’s Encyclopedia, Facts, 
The New Concise Pictorial Encyclope- 
dia and various other titles. Over 200 
names appear in the Partial List of Edi- 
tors, Contributors and Consultants, 
Sources of Information and Correspond- 
ents. Representatives of local chambers 
of commerce, presidents, past presi- 
dents and administrative officers of col- 
leges and universities, and state educa- 
tional officers or former officers pre- 
dominate. A number of the persons 
listed are deceased; one died as early 
as 1917; another, listed as “late,” died 
in 1949. Few are recognized authorities. 
Articles are not signed. 

The intent of the publisher and edi- 
tor is to make this work of “maximum 
possible use to every member of the 
family. Without sacrificing any of the 
general information so essential to the 
child’s schoolwork or to the parent’s 
desire to help the child understand his 
world . . . the editors have included 
copious and clearly written information 
on the normal problems of life.”—F'ore- 
word. The work is advertised as con- 
taining “5,760 pages, over 4,000,000 
words, more than 3,000 illustrations, 
photos and diagrams, over 30,000 sub- 
jects” and is described as “authorita- 
tive, complete and up-to-date.” 

Subjects are arranged alphabetically 
and treated briefly in The Standard In- 
ternational Encyclopedia, the majority 


being about one paragraph in length. 
More extensive treatment is given arti- 
cles dealing with countries, states (3 
pages on Iowa), major cities and sub- 
jects deemed of special interest to the 
family (38 pages on hobbies). Articles 
are written in clear, factual style for 
the layman. Subject range is broad, 
covering history, biography, literature, 
art, pure and applied sciences, and so- 
cial sciences. 

Subject coverage does not compare 
favorably with Columbia Encyclopedia, 
1950 edition ($28.50). A count of articles 
A-Abenki and Fiscal-Florida indicated 
342 in Columbia to 166 in Standard. 
Comparison of entries in these two 
sections shows that Columbia has more 
numerous biographical, geographic, and 
Biblical entries. 

More factual data are compressed 
into the tersely phrased articles of 
Columbia than is contained in Standard 
articles. For example, the Columbia 
article Abdication explains the causes 
and impact of abdications and gives 
brief statements on the history of im- 
portant abdications. Standard supplies 
a list of significant abdications in the 
nineteenth and twentieth centuries and 
devotes almost half the space to a par- 
tial text of the abdication message of 
King Edward VIII. 

Cross references, see, see also, and 
q.v., are for the most part accurate and 
are used generously both in the main 
alphabet and at the ends of articles. 
Treatment is not systematic. There are 
some blind references, e.g., Cliff Dwell- 
ers. “see Pueblos”; Dunne, Edward F. 
“see Municipal Ownership.” Some ap- 
pear forced, e.g., Mood. “see Psychi- 
atry.” 

Pronunciation is not given. 

Bibliographical references are not 
generally provided; however, in the 
longer articles such as Hobbies and In- 
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fant Care references to supplementary 
readings are contained in the body of 
the text. A classified reading list of 
“some 450 books” is included in the 
article Bibliography. The list is grouped 
into “more than 60 categories” such as 
Botany, Furniture, and Europe, and is 
arranged alphabetically by subject. A 
descriptive phrase or sentence serves 
to indicate the content and reader level 
of each title. The list reflects the diffi- 
culties inherent in attempting to serve 
all reader levels and at the same time 
cover major aspects of broad subjects. 
The latest editions of titles are not al- 
ways cited. 

Photographs of persons, places and 
objects are numerous and are well 
placed in relation to the articles with 
which they deal. Other illustrative ma- 
terials include tables, graphs, outline 
maps and drawings. Frontispieces of 
each volume are in full color. Repro- 
duction varies in quality, some pictures 
being very light, others dark and not 
clear. Many pictures are of historical 
interest; many are reproductions of 
works of art. With few exceptions pic- 
tures are the same as those in the 1953 
edition. 

A world atlas, consisting of two sec- 
tions of colored maps prepared by C. S. 
Hammond and Company, is provided. 
Section I, in volume 1, covers the East- 
ern Hemisphere; section II, in volume 
2, the Western. References to the loca- 
tions of these sections are given at the 
end of the article Atlas. There is no 
indication of copyright date; however, 
political and geographic changes of the 
post-World War II period have been 
incorporated. Maps are the same as 
those in the 1953 edition, with some 
plates added and some enlarged. Al- 
though a table of contents has been 
added, failure to supply a key index 
limits reference usefulness of the maps. 


Revision in the 1954 edition of Stand- 
ard has been neither extensive nor 
systematic. Some articles have been 
brought up to date (see American 
Literature); others have been reorgan- 
ized and rewritten to provide more sys- 
tematic presentation, e.g., Agriculture; 
and some have been expanded. Art, for 
example, has been expanded from less 
than one page to 17 pages; however, all 
but two pages have been drawn from 
the 1952 edition of World Scope. How- 
ever, examination of volume 9 (Hob- 
Irr) of the two editions of Standard 
shows no changes in wording, pagina- 
tion or illustrations of any articles. 
Other articles showing no revision are: 
Medicine, Chemical Warfare, Chemis- 
try. 

Up-to-dateness in Standard is uneven 
in quality. For example, United States 
population data are from the 1950 cen- 
sus, and a listing of major accidents aid 
disasters includes events through 1953. 
However, the biography of President 
Eisenhower gives information only 
through his election in 1952 and gives 
no later information on his activities as 
president. Political developments in 
China are reviewed only through 1949, 
and no mention of more recent events 
is made for either Nationalist or Com- 
munist China. 

A number of omissions and inaccu- 
racies were noted. Iréne Curie is not 
listed with Eve as the daughter of 
Pierre and Marie Curie, and there is 
no entry under Joliot-Curie. No entry 
was found for Dag Hammarskjéld, 
Secretary General of the United Na- 
tions. The article Pescadores states that 
the islands were ceded to Japan and 
receded in 1946, but does not state from 
whom ceded or to whom receded. In 
Electoral College mention is made of 
Senate passage of an amendment “(to 
be presented to the States)” which 
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changes the method of counting elec- 
toral votes. The article fails to note that 
the amendment was not submitted to 
the States because it failed to pass the 
House of Representatives. Sir Norman 
Angell is reported as having received 
the Nobel peace prize of 1933 jointly 
with Arthur Henderson. Angell was 
awarded the prize in 1933; Henderson 
received it in 1934. 

Volumes are bound in dark red buck- 
ram with lettering in gold, and are 
convenient in size. The binding is not 
reinforced and narrow margins present 
rebinding difficulties. Text is set two 
columns to the page in easily legible 
type with entries in boldface. 

Although Standard International En- 
cyclopedia contains much useful infor- 
mation it does not give dependable cov- 
erage. It frequently is not up to date 
and its failure to include relevant data 
sometimes constitutes inaccuracy. It is 
not recommended. 


Who’s Who in British Science. London, 
Leonard Hill Ltd., [1953]. [Available 
in the United States from British 
Book Centre.] vii, 292p. linen $9; 
schools and libraries and cash $5.88. 


The Foreword of this new factual 
biographical directory states, “The en- 
tries, which number more than 3,000, 
give personal and professional particu- 
lars of most of the leading British sci- 
entists in industry, research and the 
universities.” Fields of science repre- 
sented range from geology and ento- 
mology to nutrition and mechanical en- 
gineering. Geographically biographees 
represent Britain and the Common- 
wealth. 

Although the book lists no editors, 
promotional material lists an “editorial 
panel composed of . . . recognised au- 
thorities, who have drawn on their ex- 
tensive personal and scientific experi- 


ence to ensure a production at once 
authentic and correct.” The panel of 
five includes such men as L. J. F. Brim- 
ble, editor of Nature and author of The 
Floral Year, Flowers of Britain, Trees 
of Britain, etc.; and Sir John Russell, 
formerly Director of the Rothamsted 
Experimental Station and past presi- 
dent of the British Association for the 
Advancement of Science. 

According to the Foreword, “the Edi- 
torial Panel have been compelled to be 
selective not only in the choice of en- 
tries but also in the amount of detail in 
each entry.” The standards for selection 
are not specified, 

Entries in Who’s Who in British Sci- 
ence contain information supplied in 
response to questionnaires sent to biog- 
raphees, and generally include full 
names, birth dates, fields of science, 
education, degrees, present positions, 
main publications and clubs, and ad- 
dresses; some sketches are incomplete. 
Dates, except for birth dates, are not 
included. Entries do not list material 
on marriages, children and recreations, 
or give complete listings of organiza- 
tions or publications. Who’s Who in 
British Science thus does not give as 
complete information as Who’s Who, 
1954, which includes the latter group of 
items. The information given is current 
and accurate. 

Entries in Who’s Who in British Sci- 
ence are by name only; there is no list- 
ing by professional fields, and no geo- 
graphical index. The book contains one 
page of abbreviations, and one-half 
page of obituary. Subject and geograph- 
ical indexes, and a more comprehensive 
listing of abbreviations and degrees 
would be helpful. 

This work resembles Who’s Who in 
page and print size and general format, 
although it is smaller and easier to 
handie. Who’s Who in British Science 
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is also slightly easier to read because 
the paper is more opaque. The binding 
is satisfactory. 

A check showed that 110 of the 138 
names under the letter J in Who’s Who 
in British Science are not included in 
Who’s Who, 1954. Current Biography, 
1953 lists five British scientists: Sir 
William George Penney, atomic physi- 
cist (English); Edgar William Richard 
Steacie, physical chemist (Canadian); 
Richard Laurence Millington Synge, 
biochemist (Scottish); Archer John 
Porter Martin, biochemist (English); 
Hans Hugo Bruno Selye, endocrinologist 
(Canadian). Who’s Who in British Sci- 
ence includes the first three. Martin 
and Synge were jointly awarded the 
1952 Nobel Prize for chemistry, yet 
Martin is not listed. 

Of the 12 British scientists who won 
Nobel prizes 1945-1953, Who’s Who in 
British Science includes 8, Current Biog- 
raphy 10, and Who’s Who 1954 lists all. 
Who’s Who in British Science lists 10 
of the 16 members of the British Aero- 
nautical Research Council, 1 of the 9 
officers of the Royal College of Physi- 
cians of London, and 2 of the 14 mem- 
bers of the Council of the College. 

Who’s Who in British Science in- 
cludes many British scientists not in 
Who’s Who or Current Biography, but 


does not include all names of either 
national or international note. Both 
Who’s Who and Current Biography pre- 
sent more complete material on sci- 
entists listed in all three. The informa- 
tion in Who’s Who in British Science 
will be most useful to large libraries or 
special libraries in need of a supple- 
mentary source of biographical mate- 
rial. It is recommended for this purpose. 


Note 


Additional information about The 
New World Family Encyclopedia (see 
Note, Subscription Books Bulletin Oc- 
tober 1954, p. 63) is contained in the 
review of the Standard International 
Encyclopedia, in this issue of the Bul- 
letin. 





|S pony myer! to quote any review in full 
or_in part must be obtained from the 
Publishing Department of the Ameri- 
can Library Association. Permission to 
quote a review in full will be granted 
only to the publisher of the work re- 
viewed. Publishers of books or sets 
recommended herein, wishing to refer 
to the Subscription Books Committee’s 
appraisal of their work, should avoid 
such statements as “Reco:wmended (or 
endorsed) by the A.L.A.” Such a state- 
ment falsely implies action on the part 








of the Association. 
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